Covid-19 Bulletin — 30" March 2020

Dear Parent/Carer

If your child is in Year 10 or Year 12, then today’s brief bulletin is a must read for you both. There is also
an important update on the Welsh Baccalaureate for Year 11.

The Education Minister, Kirsty Williams, has provided a little more information about how current Year
10 and Year 12 learners in Wales will be assessed. These alternative arrangements have been introduced
following the outbreak of the coronavirus and the cancellation of summer exams. As a school, we are
carefully considering the best way forward for your child before the new term begins again on 20 April.
Further information and guidance will follow in due course.

e How will Year 10 and Year 12 students be assessed?

AS levels In Wales, AS levels contribute to A level qualifications, as well as being stand-alone
qualifications. AS units are usually taken in Year 12, with A2 units taken in Year 13.

This year’s AS learners will still receive an AS grade. However, it will be calculated using a range of
evidence, including teacher assessed grades.

In summer 2021, current AS learners will have two options for their A level award. They will choose
whether to:

- only sit the A2 units, with the A level grade based on their performance in the A2 units; or
- sit both the AS and A2 units. They will be awarded the best grade from either route.
Year 10

Year 10 learners who were due to sit exams that would have led to a GCSE this summer will be issued a
grade in the same way as those in Year 11. The grade will be based on evidence including teacher
assessments during the academic year to date.

Those who were due to sit units that will lead to GCSE results next summer will not receive a unit result.
Instead, those learners will have two choices, to either:

- sit only the units they plan to take in summer 2021, with their GCSE grade based on that
performance only; or

- sit the Year 10 units in summer 2021, along with the Year 11 units. They will be awarded the best
grade from either route.

e Year 11: How will the Skills Challenge Certificate (Welsh Baccalaureate) be assessed?

- WJEC do not require centres to submit work for any components of the Skills Challenge Certificate. -
Completed work for components should be retained and stored securely by teachers/tutors. -
Teachers/Tutors have been asked to keep a record of marks awarded for component work completed to
date.



- Centres should advise candidates that components will not be moderated by WJEC for the summer
2020 series. This means that uncompleted work does not need to be completed.

We will update you on decisions made regarding the process of grading learners as soon as we can.
Non-examination assessment

Externally assessed assessments timetabled on or prior to 6th March will be marked by WJEC.
Other qualifications

Welsh Government are currently working with Qualifications Wales and with Ofqual and CCEA to
consider our approach to managing our other qualifications including Pathways, Entry level, Level 1/2
and Level 3 awards, certificates, diplomas and extended diplomas, FAD, and Extended Project
qualifications. We advise you to retain and securely store, all coursework, controlled and
nonexamination assessment work until further information is available.



